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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 IO-ll ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 

SY-05 SCCT-01 /080W 

073801 

R011446Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 391 1 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
USMISSION USUN NEWYORK 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 0905 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS. SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: BLOEM ACQUITTED ON TERRORISM CHARGES 
REF: 75 PRETORIA 4234. 

1 . BERNARD TREVOR BLOEM WAS ACQUITTED IN JOHANNESBURG'S RAND 
SUPREME COURT FEBRUARY 27 ON TWO CHARGES UNDER THE TERRORISM 
ACT. THE STATE HAD ALLEEGED THAT BLOEM, WHO WAS DETAINED WITH A 
NUMBER OF OTHER MEMBERS OF AFRO ON FEBRUARY 6 LAST YEAR, 
CONSPIRED WITH OTHERS TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA IN LATE 1974 AND 
EARLY 1975 IN ORDER TO MAKE CONTACT WITH UNLAWFUL ORGANIZATIONS 
TO OBTAIN MILITARY TRAINING, AND TO RE-ENTER THE REPUBLIC 

WITH THE AIM OF BRINGING ABOUT POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND/ 

OR INDUSTRIAL CHANGE. A CHARGE UNDER THE SUPPRESSION OF 
COMMUNISM ACT WHICH FOLLOWED FROM THE MAIN CHARGE WAS DROPPED 
BY THE STATE. 

2. BLOEM WAS CONVICTED ON SEVERAL SECONDARY CTARGES. HE HAD 
PLEADED GUILTY TO POSSESSING TWO COPIES OF SESHABA 
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A SHORT TIME FOUR DAYS AFTER HIS DETENTION. IN ADDITION, 

HE WAS FOUND GUILTY OF POSSESSING OBSCENE PLAYING CARDS. 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE THERON SENTENCED BLOEM TO FINES TOTALING 
R500 AND, ON THE ESCAPE COUNT, SIX MONTHS IMPRISONMENT 
SUSPENDED FOR THREE YEARS. DETAINERS PATRICK MACGULWA AND 
RAYMOND BURGERS, WHO WERE NAMED AS UNCHARGED CO-CONSPIRATORS IN 
THE ORIGINAL BLOEM INDICTMENT, WERE EACH SENTENCED TO TEN 
DAYS IMPRISONMENT FOR REFUSING TO TESTIFY AGAINST BLOEM. 

EDMONDSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TERRORISM, DETENTION, TRIALS, DISSIDENT FACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PRETOR00905 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760077-1053 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 07/aaaadqtb.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 PRETORIA 4234 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAY 2004 by fisherem>; APPROVED <20 DEC 2004 by ShawDG> 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BLOEM ACQUITTED ON TERRORISM CHARGES 
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